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Get Your Priorities Straight: 
PRS Registration Explained 
By Rebecca Oyama 
and Charlie Clinch 
hen registering 
f o r  t h i s  
s e m e s t e r ' s 
.:;i"'..f�j,.....J 
� 
�-
bypass the normal placement 
cla , w did you fare? 
For some, the registration 
proce s s  is a c onfusing 
lottery. The first of this two­
part series will explain the 
registration process and 
what makes it distinct. In the 
next issue, we will address 
common critiques of the 
system and offer up some 
possible remedies. 
� t. BWtwJ\ 
procedure and functions as 
a wildcard for students, 
especially those new to PRS. 
By designating their class 
as Prof Pick, professors are 
able to hand select their 
class based on interviews or 
short statements of interest. 
The waitlist is also up to the 
professor's discretion in a 
Prof Pick class; as enrolled 
students drop the class, the 
professor is not bound to a 
rigid waitlist order. Using 
a priority on a Prof Pick 
,,_,�,, 
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The Basics 
In " R ound One" of registration, 
students have one week to submit 
requests for seminars, practice/simulation 
courses, and clinics .  Students may 
request up to seven classes in these 
categories, but the system enrolls each 
student in no more than one of each type 
of class. Seminars are generally capped at 
fifteen students, but may vary according 
to the seating capacity of the classroom 
assigned. Placement in most seminars 
is determined by seniority and the use 
of "priorities," of which each student 
has two that can be used at any time. 
For each course, the system first places 
students who elected to use a priority for 
that course in random order regardless 
�0 
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At least PRS is only once every six months .... 
of seniority. Any remaining seats are 
then assigned based on seniority (3Ls, 
2Ls, then lLs). If at any time a class fills, 
a waitlist is created based on the same 
criteria. Students on a seminar waitlist 
must respond to an email if they would 
like to remain on the waitlist or they will 
forfeit their position. 
A "special sign up procedure," called 
"Professor Pick," allows professors to 
course, then, is unnecessary, 
and priorities that are used 
on such classes are returned to students. 
This return policy has provided some 
students with an incentive to "use" a 
priority with the idea of conveying to the 
professor a sincere commitment to the 
course, but there is no way to know if it is 
ever actually taken into consideration. 
"Round Two" is a subsequent week­
long period during which students 
CONTINUED on Page 14 
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Dearest India, 
I'm glad we had our rendezvous 
in the Big Apple last year - how were 
the mojitos? How about we parlay 
in Phoenix this year and listen to 
the rhythm of my heart as it goes "tra tra 
tra" for you. 
ITB, 
Chachi 
Ode to alL 
. .,.,., 
A side-glance gives reason to stop, 
And peer at a sublime MNOP. 
Cap matches your shirt, 
Of colors no dearth, 
But your brain! It won't let our curve 
drop! 
.,.,.,. 
B. has abigcrushonL.&Jo., T.&G.,Je.,N., 
R.&K. and many others and will miss them a 
looooooooooooooooot, bisous to all of 
them. 
. .,.,., 
Dear Olivia, 
The quest ion  that you a lway s 
pose is fair, but I can see I won't do 
well by galloping. Perhaps we' l l  
meet  some Sunday afternoon, but 
wouldn't you like to try a nibble first? 
- Clint 
.,.,.,. 
To: The Mayor Of Ann Arbor. 
If you invest in some snow plows, I'll 
invest in some private time with you. 
-Jake Walker 
. .,.,., 
Dearest Angel-Kissed, 
I miss you! Grad School is horrible; 
being just across town and not being able 
to see you all the time. I can't wait till 
Friday! [Poke!] 
-Stargazing 
. .,.,., 
To the blonde girl who sits at the center 
of second row in HH132, 
You are the reason why I look forward 
to that 9am class. 
From: Someone who really enjoys that 
9am class. 
M.R., 
I almost never look at you, because 
I know that if I do, I can't draw my 
eyes away. You're the only one who 
leaves me speechless. 
-Anonymous 
.,.,.,. 
Professor Hershovitz-
We know there are a cadre of girls 
swooning over you, and we know you 
know there are a cadre of girls swooning 
over you, and we know that you know 
that we know, too. 
-A Cadre of Cuter Girls 
.,.,., . 
H e y  y o u  h o t  PR g i r l s  .. . I 'm 
anxiously awaiting our next late night 
rendezvous. 
-Your martini host. 
.,.,.,., 
To My Honey Bunny, 
So soft and sweet. I'm so happy when 
I'm around you. 
Love Skittles 
. .,.,., 
You were sel ling condoms and 
valentines last week. I heard you may 
have a few extra cases left. I'd like to make 
a dent in them with you. 
., . .,., 
. .,.,., 
:+: 
.,.,.,., 
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Preview: 
The Federalist Society 
Student Symposium, March 7th & 8th 
Submitted by 
The Federalist Society 
Whe law school experience often saddles students with blinders which limit their view 
of the judicial system to interactions 
between lawyers, judges, statutes, and 
the "common" law. This March 7th and 
8th, the Michigan Federalist Society will 
challenge that perspective by asking 
what role "we the People" retain in our 
constitutional order. We are delighted 
to host the 27th annual Federalist 
Society National Student Symposium, 
a gathering of hundreds of conservative 
and libertarian law students which 
will explore questions about popular 
referenda, the democratic legitimacy 
of the common law, and the merits of 
electing our judges. Entitled "The People 
& The Courts", we think the Symposium 
will host one of the most impressive 
group of speakers to converge on the Law 
School in some time, and we hope to see 
plenty of our non-Federalists friends turn 
out to hear them. 
The Federalist Society National Student 
Symposium is an annual gathering of 
Federalists from around the country 
hosted at a different venue each year. This 
year's Symposium will be held in our own 
Hutchins Hall on the afternoon of Friday, 
March 7th and throughout the day on 
March 8th. Guests will enjoy four panels, 
a debate, and presentations by over 25 
law professors, legal commentators, and 
respected jurists, including our very 
own Sherman Clark, Doug Laycock, 
Richard Primus, and Brian Simpson. The 
festivities will culminate in a Saturday 
evening banquet and keynote address 
by Judge Janice Rogers Brown, one 
of President Bush's most prominent 
appointments to the United States Court 
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. 
We hope that the law school community 
will embrace the vibrant discussion 
that the Symposium will bring to 
Michigan. Introductory remarks will 
begin at 6:30pm on Friday, March 7th 
and attendees will end the evening 
with the opportunity to interact with 
speakers and guests from other schools 
at a reception at the Michigan League. 
Attendees will reconvene at 9:00am on 
Saturday for a full day of panels and 
speeches, culminating in the banquet 
reception with a speech by Judge Brown. 
Anyone interested in registering for the 
Symposium and/or Banquet should 
contact FedSocSyrnposiurn2008®grnail. 
corn or visit http:/ /students.law.urnich. 
edu/federalist/syrnposiurn/, where you 
can find more information about the 
event. 
Symposium Events Include: 
• "Judic ia l  I n t e r f e r e n c e  with  
Community Values"-A panel discussion 
inquiring whether judicial review 
homogenizes community norms and 
jeopardizes the existence of unique 
community traditions and values. 
Featuring Professor Richard Garnett 
(Notre Dame); Professor Roderick Hills, 
Jr. (NYU); Professor Douglas Laycock 
(Michigan); and Professor Amy Wax 
(Penn). 
• "The Merits of Electing Our Judges" 
- This debate will discuss whether 
increasing "judicial activism" calls 
into question our system of appointing 
federal judges. Participants include Chief 
Justice Tom Phillips (retired from the 
Texas Supreme Court) and Justice Harold 
See, of the Alabama Supreme Court. 
• "Kelo, Gruffer, and Popular Responses 
to Unpopular Decisions" - Michigan 
students are already familiar with the 
role that popular referenda have assumed 
as a means of reacting to Supreme Court 
decisions. Panelists will discuss grassroots 
responses to the Kelo and Gruffer decisions 
and the merits of these popular efforts to 
shape jurisprudence. Panelists include 
Professor Sherman Clark (Michigan); Mr. 
Ward Connerly (Founder, American Civil 
Rights Institute); and Professor Marci 
Hamilton (Cardozo). 
• "The People's Common Law: Is 
Law & Economics Anti-Democratic?" 
- This panel will explore whether the 
ascendancy of the "law and economics" 
movement threatens the right of the 
people to govern their own private 
relationships by imposing market-driven 
values such as efficiency on the civil 
law. Panelists include Professor Robert 
Ellickson (Yale); Professor Brian Simpson 
(Michigan); and Professor Henry Smith 
(Yale). 
• "An Originalist Judge and the Media" 
- Justice Stephen Markman, of the 
Michigan Supreme Court, will speak 
on the proper task of an "originalist 
judge," and whether media coverage 
aids the public in understanding what 
judges should do. Commentators include 
Professor Richard Primus (Michigan) and 
Pete Williams, NBC's Justice Department 
and Supreme Court correspondent. 
• "Tradit ion and the P e o ple's  
Constitution" - The final panel will 
discuss the role that tradition should 
play in interpreting public law­
especially Constitutional interpretation. 
Do Constitutional doctrines rooted in 
tradition preserve "who we are," or do 
they instead restrict individual liberties? 
Panelists include Professor W illiam 
Eskridge ( Yale); Professor Thomas 
Merrill (Columbia); Professor Reva Siegel 
(Yale); and Professor Keith Whittington 
(Princeton). 
We hope to see you there! 
• 
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Preview: 
Sotheby's. Christie's. 
Submitted by Mitch Holzrich­
ter and Carolyn Grunst 
h i s  y ear's  S F F  Aucti on­
Thursday, March 13-will 
rival the best in the world, as 
bidders from throughout the Hutchins 
community compete for unique items 
and priceless experiences. 
This year's Auction will feature almost 
200 items, more than in any other year. 
Bidders of all income-levels will find 
something for them: from Tigers tickets 
to a luxury golf package in Arizona. 
The creme-de-Ja-creme item this year, 
as in past years, is a lunch for four students 
with Judge Richard Posner. Professor 
Brian Simpson has again generously 
arranged for Michigan students to meet 
with this living god of the Seventh 
Circuit. The Posner lunch will be the final 
item auctioned during the Live Auction 
in Hutchins room 100. 
New this year, to give Judge Posner 
a run for his money, SFF bidders have 
the opportunity at a once-in­
a-lifetime experience with 
a liberal lion of the Ninth 
Circuit: Chief Judge Alex 
Kozinski or Judge Stephen 
Reinhardt. Judge Kozinski and 
his guest will join a Michigan 
student and his or her guest 
for dinner and the world 
premiere production of the 
drama "Of Equal Measure," 
in Los Angeles on Friday, July 
25th. Judge Reinhardt and 
his wife, Ramona Ripston, 
executive director of the ACLU 
of Southern California, will 
join a Michigan student and 
his or her guest for dinner and 
the world premiere production 
o f  the p l ay "Keep Your 
Pantheon," in Los Angeles on 
Friday, June 6th. Who knows: 
maybe they'll still be looking 
for clerks? 
For those students who 
aspire to more than Circuit 
Courts, Alumna Heidi Bond 
(MLS ' 0 6), a 
clerk for Justice 
Sandra Day O' Conno� 
will give the winning 
bidder and three guests 
an insider's tour of the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 
Washington, D.C. 
For the golfers (or sun 
bathers) among you, the 
Biltmore Country Club in 
Phoenix, Arizona, one of 
America's most luxurious 
resort destinations, offers 
a two-night stay, with 
two rounds of golf, a $400 
air travel gift card, and a 
90-minute ride in a new 
Cessna, for the winning 
bidder and his or her 
guest. 
Not to be outdone, the 
MLS faculty has once again 
SFF. 
Photos by Gregory Fox, Law Quad Notes 
put forth a variety of generous and unique 
experiences and gifts. Prof. Reimann will 
again take a lucky student sky-diving, 
where he'll explain transnational law 
while free-falling from 10,000 feet. 
Second-degree black-belt holder Prof. Len 
Neihoff will use his powers for good: he'll 
teach the winning bidder and friend self­
defense in a private two-hour class. Be 
warned: Prof. Niehoff tells us that ethics 
rules don't apply! 
Of course there will be iPods, gift 
certificates to local restaurants, and 
tickets to shows, plays, and games, at 
all price levels, thanks to the generosity 
of Michigan students, faculty, and staff, 
Ann Arbor community businesses, and 
law firms from across the country. 
The silent auction begins at 5:30 in 
Hutchins Hall, with the (open-bar!) LSSS 
CONTINUED on Page 14 
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Wal-Mart's Take on Public Health Care 
By Anna Magazinnik ®n F e b r u a r y  12 John 0. 
Agwunobi delivered the 
Second Annual Susan B. 
Meister Lecture in Child Health Policy, 
sponsored by the Child Health Evaluation 
and Research Unit (CHEAR) of the 
University of Michigan. Founded in 1999, 
CHEAR seeks to bring a multidisciplinary 
approach to the problem of children's 
health care. CHEAR brings together 
faculty from the schools of Medicine, 
Public Policy, Dentistry, Public Health, 
Nursing, Law, Pharmacy, Business and 
Social Work to research and evaluate 
the efficiency and effectiveness of state, 
local and federal government health care 
initiatives and programs. Mr. Agwunobi, 
M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H. ,  is a Senior Vice 
President of Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., as well 
as President of Wal-Mart's Professional 
Services Division. He is also a former 
U.S. Assistant Secretary for Health and 
was in charge of the State Health Program 
of Florida. 
Mr. Agwunobi set the theme for his 
lecture by reference to Henrik Ibsen's 
play, An Enemy of the People. In a small 
town in Norway, whose only source 
of funding comes from healing baths, 
a doctor discovers that the baths are 
contaminated and a health threat and 
notifies the town officials. When they 
refuse to shut down the baths, he quits 
and becomes a school teacher. Mr. 
Agwunobi described a commentary on 
the play which saw the doctor as a hero 
for standing up for what was right. He, 
however, saw the doctor as a failure. 
The right response was not to demand 
that the baths be shut down, ignoring 
the legitimate economic needs and 
concerns of the people and businesses 
of the town, but to include all these 
actors in a collaborative effort to find a 
solution. Mr. Agwunobi acknowledged 
that Wal-Mart was seen by many people 
as the enemy of "all that is right," but 
said that changes to health care would 
never come just from government alone, 
or just from individuals attempting 
to stand up for what is right through 
grassroots efforts. His lecture stressed 
the need for the corporate world to 
be included in a collaborative effort 
between the government, individuals 
and corporations. Relying on his past 
JoHN 0. AGwuNOBI, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H. 
experience in the government, he 
concludes that the government is too 
slow of an actor to accomplish health care 
changes alone. 
Mr. Agwunobi believes that the 
corporate world's strength of responding 
quickly to the needs of its customers 
makes corporations ideal agents of 
change in health care. He noted that there 
is a proven track record of success when 
the business world takes responsibility 
for health care. For example, Rockefeller's 
announcement from the offices of the 
Standard Oil Company, in 1909, that he 
would provide one million dollars to fight 
hookworm infestation in the Southeastern 
parts of the nation is credited by many 
people for the eradication of hookworm 
in the United States. Likewise, the work 
of Bill Gates to fight malaria and AIDS 
has the potential to help eradicate these 
diseases. What these types of corporate 
programs have in common is the setting 
of specific goals. Mr. Ag0unobi explained 
that up until his corning to Wal-Mart, the 
company had a foundation for health care 
projects, but lacked "strategic clarity." 
Now, Wal-Mart has figured out that the 
best way for a corporation to get involved 
is to do what it does best: listen to the 
customer. 
Mr. Agwunobi believes that the key 
to success for corporate health care 
programs is the corporation's presence 
among the local people. With over 1.5 
million employees in the United States, 
and stores throughout the most rural 
areas, Wal-Mart is in a position to know 
the needs of local communities better 
than most large government actors. 
Furthermore, Wal-Mart's customers are 
the very people that are most underserved 
by the health care system, the people who 
live "check to check" and are "price­
sensitive." Every week 136 million of these 
people are served by Wal-Mart. Thus, 
Wal-Mart has instituted its "personal 
sustainability project." Employees receive 
credit for making individual differences 
in health care, the environment, or 
other related areas, and can choose 
their own projects, knowing better than 
anyone else what is most needed in their 
community. Likewise, Wal-Mart's retail 
health clinics, a recent addition to some 
of the corporation's stores, work on a 
model stressing connection to the local 
community. For example, every customer 
that comes in, fifty-five percent of whom 
do not have health insurance, can have 
basic medical procedures performed 
at the clinic, which is staffed by local 
doctors and nurses, and upon discharge 
every attempt is made to connect the 
individual to a local health care provider 
for follow up treatment. However, Mr. 
Agwunobi also stressed that Wal-Mart 
and other corporations have a duty to 
be willing to sacrifice some profits to 
further health care improvement goals 
that they are in a unique position to 
fulfill. He highlighted Wal-Mart's four 
dollar generic drug program as an 
example. Under the program, Wal-Mart 
uses its massive supply chain and unique 
relationship with suppliers to receive 
CONTINUED on Page 15 
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"Between the Briefs" 
Reliable Consultants v. Earle 
One down, Three to go 
By Rooks 
alentine's Day may be over, 
but I have to tell y'all - the 5th 
circuit down in New Orleans 
re y ows how to show a gal a good 
time. But more on that later . . .  
Woul d you ever date a guy you 
knew had cheated on his ex? Because 
as comfortable as I am with so many 
aspects of sex, I just can't help thinking 
my Momma i s  right on this one. Ya 
know, leopards don't change their 
spots . . .  
-Invests With Fidelity Mutual 
IWFM, 
Hmm, this is a toughie. As much as my 
initial instinct is to say "no, I wouldn't", 
we have to deal with a certain reality 
here: a not insignificant amount of people 
cheat. 
Be more specific with my nouns, 
you say? Well, I can't - I've done a lot 
of digging, and suffice it to say that 
data on cheating, though it seems to be 
everywhere, is mostly crap. Kinsey's data 
(50% of men and 26% of women have 
cheated before the age of forty) suffers for 
lack of a probability sample, and it's over 
a half a century old to boot. The General 
Social Survey (as of 2004, 21% of men and 
12% of women) and books like Lust in 
Translation focus almost exclusively on 
"extramarital" sex - the data is in no way 
representative of the cheating habits of all 
Americans, just the married ones. 
Now, as we all realize that the law school 
population is in no way representative of 
the real world, the best data for your 
question might be UVa Law's sex survey, 
precisely for the reasons that make it 
statistically dubious elsewhere, namely 
that it focuses exclusively on a small, 
inclusive, generally nut-jobby segment 
of the population who all opted to attend 
a top law school in a college town. So, 
for the sake of argument (and since I 
don't have Michigan stats, ahem) UVa's 
data claims that roughly 30% of law 
students have cheated at some point in 
their lives, and further that the numbers 
were essentially the same for both men 
and women. 
So how about a wee little hypo: Let's 
say John (or Jane) Q. Law School cheated 
on his SO, was punished for his efforts 
with an uncomfortable, yet eye-opening, 
trip to the doctor's office (not to mention 
a case of the clap no one would applaud), 
and has since sworn that he will never, 
but ever stray again. If that scenario 
happened when he was 14 and he's stuck 
to his word, he's probably a safe bet. If it 
happened last week, all bets are off. 
Essentially, IWFM, as much as I'd 
like to think that MLaw is rife with 
stand up people (after all, cheating isn't 
very collegial), if the UVa data is in 
any way representative, it would mean 
that nearly a third of us have, at some 
point in our lives, engaged in some 
sort of illicit extracurricular activity. It 
would seem illogical to write off all of 
these people without some context as to 
how and when the cheating happened; 
folks · do, after all, make mistakes. If, 
however, someone has a lot of what I'll 
euphemistically refer to as non-mutual 
relationship overlap (chronic cheating), it 
doesn't exactly engender a lot of trust. 
So let's amend my answer to no, I 
probably wouldn't (but there's room to 
negotiate). 
-Rooks 
• 
What the hell is a P-spot? Someone 
mentioned it in conversation at a bar and 
I had to nod along knowingly, but I have 
no clue what they were talking about. 
-See Spot Run 
SSR, 
The p-spot is  a nickname for the 
prostate gland. Some folks call it the 
male G-spot, but that makes no sense, 
as G-spot is actually a just nickname for 
the Grafenberg spot, which is not only 
a distinctly female erogenous zone, but 
named for the German gynecologist 
who discovered it, where "discovered" 
equals "wrote the first paper." (Fun 
fact: Since Grafenberg worked closely 
with an American, Robert L. Dickenson, 
the G-spot could have almost as easily 
been the D-spot. Either way, everything 
would still rhyme.) Regardless, you can 
. reach the p-spot externally (by deeply 
massaging the perineum), or internally 
(trim your nails first) to provide what are 
apparently some very intense orgasms to 
a lucky fellow near you. 
I wish you'd said what the conversation 
was about, SSR, but I'm going to hazard a 
guess that it likely had to do with prostate 
stimulation, which you can do with a 
sex toy like the Aneros, which you can't 
buy in some states unless it's for medical 
purposes, which gives me a good segue 
into what I want to talk about, namely 
the 5th Circuit's Feb.l2th 2-1 decision to 
overturn Texas' ban on the sale of sex toys! 
Texas will likely appeal to the Supreme 
Court, and as the 5th Circuit relied heavily 
on Lawrence, it'll be interesting to see 
if the Court grants cert, seeing as they 
denied it for the Alabama sex toy case I 
wrote about last October. Perhaps the nice 
folks of the 5th read the RG? 
-Rooks 
• 
Bar Month 
Or Bust! 
Friday, February 15, 2008 
@ Mitch's 
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BLSA Date Auction, Thursday February 7 
helby Boxenbaum (top right) was the big prize at the BLSA Date Auction, 
held Thursday February 7, fetching $210. The money raised by the auction 
will fund Do res McCree Day and other BLSA spring programming. Do res 
ay, BLSA's annual spring service project, exposes high school students 
from the Ann Arbor community to law school life and encourages them to consider 
graduate education. Past Dares McCree Days have included a mock trial, mock 
classes (last year's featured Prof. Alicia Davis Evans) and speakers, many of whom 
are MLaw students. • P hotos by Matt Weiser 
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Five Tips to Bounce Back From 'Bad' Grades (Taken from thefrugallawstudent.com) 
C)f! you weren't happy with last semester's grades, here are some quick tips that can help put a smile on your face next time you check 
ctJ Wolverine Access. 
1 .  Visit your old professor: Make an appointment with your professor as soon as possible to go over your exam. The key to make 
these appointments successful is to go in without a chip on your shoulder. Go in with the attitude that you really want to know 
what you did wrong and make it dear that you are not there to get your grade changed. 
2. Visit your new professors: After visiting last semester's professors, make an appointment to see your new professors. Go in a 
few weeks after the semester has started to ask some questions you've come up with from their classes. The visits have another 
purpose other than getting answers to your questions. You also want to get as much information about how they give exams and 
what they're looking for in an answer. Each professor is different. Some just want you to spot all the issues, while others want 
deep analysis with lots of policy arguments. Find out as soon as possible so you can start preparing for their exam. 
3. Write down what went wrong last semester: Take a few minutes to sit down with pen and paper to write what you did wrong 
last semester. Start from the beginning of the semester and work your way to the day of the exam. Did you spend less time 
outlining? Did you not do enough practice exams? Were there any outside factors that could have affected your performance? 
Be as thorough and brutal as possible. If you don't know what went wrong you won't know how you can improve. Keep this 
list posted in your study area. 
4. Make a plan for this semester: After you de-construct last semester, make a plan for this semester. If there were outside 
distractions that may have affected your exam performance, make plans to eliminate those distractions. If you didn't have enough 
time to review your outlines, plan to finish your outline earlier this semester. Also take into consideration what each professor 
is looking for on their exam and plan accordingly. Are the tests dosed book? Plan for more time to memorize your outline. Do 
they use lots of objective multiple choice questions? If multiple choice gives you hard time, then gather as many practice multiple 
questions as you can. 
5. Forget last semester: After you've made your goals and plans for the upcoming semester, forget about last semester. There's 
nothing you can do to change your grade and dwelling on it will only you hold you back this semester. Forget that past and 
focus on what you can do on the future. 
Good Beer, Veggie Eats At Sidetrack in Y psi 
By George Bishop ® n Valentine's day my girlfriend 
and I forsook the usual  
romantic hot spots that Ann 
Arbor has to offer and took a brief trip 
down 94 to Sidetrack Bar and Grille in 
Ypsilanti. While I can't recommend 
Sidetrack for a romantic getaway, it does 
have a great pub-like atmosphere, a good 
selection of beer on tap and some well 
above-average bar food. 
Located in Ypsilanti's historic depot 
town, Sidetrack, and the rest of the 
businesses on the block, seem as if  
they were plucked from the 1950s. The 
illusion is maintained upon entering the 
restaurant, where one is greeted with a 
sea of tables that stretch to the back of the 
building. The restaurant was packed to 
capacity (perhaps 75-100 people at tables 
and the bar) when we arrived around 7:00 
but was not cramped or claustrophobic 
considering the large crowd. Upon the 
walls one can find a stuffed menagerie 
of the local wildlife along with some old­
timey photographs. Despite the cliches, 
the decor resists the over-the-top camp of 
a TGI Fridays and makes for very cozy, 
tavern atmosphere. 
While the atmosphere was a pleasant 
surprise, it was the menu that drew us to 
Sidetrack. My girlfriend had received a 
tip the Sidetrack was especially vegetarian 
friendly and the selections did not 
disappoint. The menu was quite varied 
and displayed more than just a nominal 
vegetarian selection (quite a surprise as 
Sidetrack is famous for its burgers). I 
decided upon a cup of black bean chili 
and the goat cheese quesadilla. The 
chili, which came smothered with cheese 
and onions, was perfectly seasoned, not 
too spicy but still with a little kick to it. 
After the chili, the quesadilla seemed a bit 
lacking. It came with a generous portion 
of goat cheese and a variety of peppers, 
spinach and other veggies wrapped in a 
grilled tortilla. The quesadillas were tasty 
but underdone and thus slightly soggy. 
For desert we split an order of cherry 
bread pudding topped with a caramel 
sauce. This desert was a tasty as you'd 
imagine and the portion was enormous 
as well. To cap it off, Sidetrack boasts a 
great selection of draught beers. While 
the selection can't rival Ashley's, anyone 
who appreciates a good brew should be 
able to find something suitable. In all I'd 
recommend Sidetrack to anyone looking 
to get out of AA for the night or if you're 
simply searching for a good meal at a 
laid-back local pub. 
• 
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Bouncing Back From 'Bad' Grades 
By Sumeera Younis 
hen considering how you 
feel about the grades you 
received this semester, keep 
in t 90% of you will not be in 
the top 10% of your class. Let's face it, the 
numbers are stacked from the beginning. 
Perhaps even more reassuring is what 
Professor Steve Croley often tells his first 
year Civ Pro classes: "People who get A's 
become professors, people who get B's 
become judges, and people who get C's 
become millionaires." 
Die Ego Die 
If the Spears family is where sanity 
goes to die, perhaps law school is where 
egos come to die, and that is not a bad 
thing. Before I received my first set of 
grades in law school, one friend put 
it this way: he was going to be happy 
with whatever grade he got because 
there were a lot of really freaking smart 
people around us. Getting an average or 
below average grade doesn't mean you 
are dumb, it just means that someone 
else did better on an exam. Professors or 
law firms might try to convince you that 
letter grades mean something more than 
that, but whether you did really well or 
really terribly, don't delude yourself into 
thinking that grades are more than what 
they are. Let's face it, we know morons 
who get all As, and some of the best 
people we know get Cs and we know 
everything in between. Grades are just 
one part of many, many parts -- they are 
by no means the defining element of your 
intelligence or your worth. 
Dust Yourself Off and Try Again 
c-; f these people had given up at the first sign of distress, 
the world would have seriously missed out -- so here's 
to giving it your all this second semester! 
*In 1962, four nervous young musicians played their first 
record audition for the executives of the Decca Recording 
Company. The executives were not impressed. While 
turning down this group of musicians, one executive said, 
"We don't like their sound. Groups of guitars are on the 
way out." 
The group was called The Beatles! 
* In the 1940s, another young inventor named Chester 
Carlson took his idea to 20 corporations, including some 
of the biggest in the country. They all turned him down. 
In 1947, after 7 long years of rejections, he finally got a 
tiny company in Rochester, NY, the Haloid Company, 
to purchase the rights to his invention -- an electrostatic 
paper-copying process. 
Haloid became Xerox Corporation! 
* When Thomas Edison invented the light bulb, he tried 
over 2000 experiments before he got it to work. A young 
reporter asked him how it felt to fail so many times. He 
said, "I never failed once. I invented the light bulb. It just 
happened to be a 2000-step process!" 
We go to Michigan, 
We are Kind of a Big 
Deal 
As jack-assy as that 
may sound, it should 
offer some sense of 
perspective. We are 
not some higher more 
refined being because 
we attend Michigan -­
anyone who has been 
to Rick's on a Thursday 
knows that -- but the 
reputation and respect 
of  our school does 
help us out. As I was 
researching how people 
across the country cope 
with bad grades, I 
realized that a lot of 
them talk about us 'top 
tenners' with a great 
deal  of conte mpt . , 
because they face a ton 
of problems we don't. 
For them, being in the 
top 15% isn't a matter 
of having one more line 
item on their resume, it 
is the difference between 
being employed and 
unemployed. Even with 
low grades at Michigan, 
you have a strong likelihood of getting the 
job you want if you just learn to highlight 
the many other things that make you 
awesome. Maybe doing moot court or 
writing for the RG are more your thing 
-- use your energy to focus on those 
aspects as well, while still trying your 
best in school. 
Don't Worry, Be Happy 
No, seriously, just be happy. Studies 
show that there is no correlation between 
higher grades and/or salaries and actually 
liking life. Try to keep the endgame in 
mind. At the end of the day we are all 
searching for something that will leave us 
satisfied, that will make us happy about 
life. If that thing happens to be a Supreme 
Court clerkship, just keep in mind that 
the steps to get there should also make 
you relatively happy. I recently read an 
article that said "Law students began 
with higher subjective well-being than 
comparison samples of undergraduates 
and other new professional students, 
but by the end of their first year that had 
plummeted. Meanwhile, the law students 
became more motivated by externals­
grades, appearances, money -and less by 
intrinsic values such as personal growth 
and contribution to the community. " 
Chances are if you are miserable all 
through law school, just fighting to be 
on top and not having any regard for the 
people you are around, you are setting 
up a crappy template for the rest of your 
life. You don't just get to that dream job 
and hit the off switch and become an 
amazingly chill and loveable person. 
This doesn't mean that being smart or 
good at school automatically qualifies 
you as sucking at life, it just means to 
keep things balanced today, so they stay 
balanced tomorrow. 
And if all else fails, remember this. 
A friend of mine always asks, "What 
do they call the guy who finishes last 
in his law school class?" He smirks and 
responds, "A lawyer." 
• 
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Grade Summary - Part I Fall 2007 Number receiving each grade 
Course/ 4.3 4.0 3.7 3.3 3.0 2.7 2.3 2.0 1 . 7  1 . 3  l.O 0.0 Class 
Section Professor Course Name I p Size 
A+ A A· B+ B B· C+ c C· D+ D 
5 1 0/001.002 Cooper,Edward H Civil Procedure 2 9 15 29 2I IO 8 96 
510/003 Pritchard,.Adam C Civil Procedure 7 14 25 22 I I  5 88 
520/001 Wbite,James J Contracts 5 9 I8 I4 6 57 
520/002 Ponow.John A E Contracts 2 8 I4 IO 4 44 
520/003,004 Soper,E Philip Contracts 7 14 29 22 8 89 
530/001 McCormack, Bridget M Criminal Law 7 15 29 20 1 0  88 
540/001 Halberstam,Daniel H lotto to Constitutional Law 8 15 34 22 8 95 
540/002 Larsen,Joan L Intra to Constitutional Law 5 9 16 13 4 52 
540/003 Shapiro,Scott J Intro to Constitutional Law 6 9 8 7 7 42 
560/001 Kochen,Madeline Sara Property 1 0  18 JI 2 1  9 94 
560/002 Krier,James E Property I I  I3 28 22 1 0  9 0  
5601003 Miller, William I Property 8 14 23 23 7 88 
580/001 Wbitman.Cbristina L B Tom 5 6 13 II 5 43 
580/002 Horwitz.JiU R Toru 4 8 1 8  7 3 44 
580/003 Clark.Sherman J Toru 6 I7 29 2I IO 88 
6011001 Mendelson.Nina A Administrative Law 8 1 1  I5 I5 9 27 89 
604/001 K.auper,Thomas E Advanced Antitrust 2 2 I 2 7 
6061001 Reimano,Matbias W Transnational Law 1 2  22 32 1 1  44 131 
606/002 Halberstam.Daniel H Transnational Law 7 I5 8 74 1 1 5  
607/001 Stmkamn, Vivek S Children and the Law 12 1 5  3 42 
612/001.002 Kantor,Allyn David Alt Dispute Resolution I I 14 49 
623/001 White.JamesJ Commercial Transactions 1 5  I I  2 5  7 1  
625/001 Schoeider.Carl E Law and Bioethics 3 3 6 2 1  
626/001 Bacik,Aimee Suzanne Researching Transnational Law 4 
628/001 Vining,Josepb Animal Law Course I5 
6291001 Lutz,Karl E Law Finns and Legal Careers I 16 17 22 83 
631/001 Regan.Donald H Intro Con Law & Am Legal Pro · 3  10 I3 37 
632/001 Novak. William J U. S. Legal History 3 6 I 14 
633/00 1 Litman,Jessica D Copyright 1 0  7 3 23 59 
641/001 Breosike,Eve Lynn Crim Just: lovest&Police Prac 7 I I  1 3  9 55 
644/00 1 Adams,J Phillip Intro to Inc Tax of Business 2 5 I I I  3 1  
648/00 1 Clarkson, Gavin Stuart Law and Mgmt of IP Orgs 4 9 8 4 26 
6511001 Beo-Sbabar.Omri Economic Analysis of Law 5 4 I4 4 39 
657/001 Khanna, Vikramaditya S Enterprise Organization 10 2 1  35 20 32 130 
657/002 Howson,Nicbolas Calcina Enterprise Organization 6 12 25 17 22 97 
660/001 Soott.Rebecca J Boundr of Citzshp 6 3 4 I8 
662/001 Rosenbaum.Mark D Elements of Advocacy 10 1 0  
667/001 Crnwford.Susao P Cyberlaw 10 9 38 
668/001 Crawford,Susan P Communications Law 2 3 I 7 
669/001 Clark.Sbennan J Evidence 9 18 2 1  3 1  95 
669/002 NiehofT,Leonard Marvin Evidence I I  1 7  16 30 90 
670/001 Spindetman,Marc S Sexuality Violence & the Law 3 4 2 13 
672/001.002 Payton.Sallyanne Health Law: Regulation I 4 14 
673/001 Spindelman,Marc S Family Law 7 3 5 28 
675/001 K.auper.Tbomas E Federal Antitrust 4 I 2  9 14 56 
677/001 Seinfeld,Gil Federal Courts 5 8 5 28 
679/001.002 Uhlmann,David M Environmental Law and Policy 6 3 19 
681/001 Herzog,Dooald Jay First Amendment 1 3  2I 1 7  8 1  
686/001.002 Clarkson, Gavin Stuart Federal Indian Law 16 I2 2 35 
6891001.002 Simma.Bruno Eckard Leading Cases in lot'! Law 3 2 2 4 28 
693/001 Seinfeld.Gil Jurisdiction and Choice Of Law 20 28 22 I7 105 
694/001 Rolland.Sonia Elise International Litigation I 2 6 
6991001 Winograd.Barry Labor Law 1 0  5 35 
700/00 I ,002 West,Mark D Japanese Law I I  I3 28 
7021001 Ben-Sbahar.Omri. Logue.Ky1e 0 Insurance Law 6 3 I 16 
7031001 Katz,Ellen D Local Government Law 18 1 3  2 40 
7131001 Bucbsbawn.Andrew P Fed Lit Environment Case Study 10 I 5  2 30 
7211001 Frier,Bruce W PeJSuasion and the Law 9 16 10 1 0  5 3  
723/001 Pritchard,.Adam C The Public Corporation 6 8 6 27 
724/001 Hatbaway)ames C International Refugee Law 6 9 6 33 
731/001 NiehofT.Leonard Marvin Legal Ethics & ProfResp 10 20 15 48 1 1 1  
735/001 Cassard.,Richard E Land Use Planning and Control I I  2 7 I2 43 
740/001 Schneider.Carl E The Art of the Brief 3 I 10 
743/001 Howson.Nicholas Calcina Securities Regulation 2 1 1  n 
747/001 Kaho.Douglas A Taxation of Individual Income 9 27 72 
747/002 Hasen,David Milton Taxation of Individual Income 2 17 
749/001 Kahn.Douglas A Corporate Taxation 4 27 
7501001.002 Bienenstock..Martin Jay Chapter II Reorganization I I 14 4 7 85 
1511001 Desimpelare.James Mark Accounting for Lawyers 1 2  I8 14 23 88 
754/001 Lutz.Karl E Business Trans Practicum I 16 4 23 
755/001 Waggoner. Lawrence W Trusts and Estates I 7 14 20 60 
756/001 McCrudden.John Christopher Comparative Hum Rgts Law 8 7 20 
757/001 Waggoner. Lawrence W Trusts and Estates II 4 17 
759/001 Lutz.Kar! E Business Trans Practicum II IO 2 1  
773/001 Winograd.Barry Labor & Employment Arbitration 6 20 
780/001 R.atner.Steven Richard Protect Hum Rgts in lnt't Law 20 
7821001.002 Sbapiro.Scon J Jurisprudence 4 34 
788/001 Brensike.Eve Lynn Habeas Corpus 2 I I 
794/001 Tonner.Grace C Senior Judge Seminar II 20 2 1  
796/001 Parson, Edward A Thinking Analytically 20 
803/001 Katz.,EIIen D Law & Political Participation I I I  1 2  
804/001 Moscow,Cyril Advanced Corporate Law 1 0  I I  
807/001 Rosenbaum,Mark D Public Interest Litigation 12 
8081001 Jeotes, William R Complex Litigation 22 
809/001 Adetman,Barry Alan Anatomy of a Deal 16 
8121001 Jackson.Shennan A Islamic Law 32 
8141001 McCrudden.John Christopher Affum Act: lnt'VComp Dimens 8 
8 1 5/001 Brandwein.Parnela Proseminar in Public Law 7 
8 1 7/001 Cody.Mark Allen Disability Law 5 
825/001 Rosenbaum,Mark D Public Interest Advocacy 1 0  
826/001 Green,Saul Adair. Levy Judith E Fair Housing Law & Policy 14 
827/00 1 Litman,Jessica D. Radin.Margaret Intellectual Property Workshop 1 3  
836/001 Kauper, Thomas E International Antitrust 7 I I  
8381001 Ratner,Steven Richard Law of Anned Conflict I I 10 
841/001 Green, Thomas A Idea of Equality I 15 16 
842/001 Vining.Josepb Human Experiment & Leg Tbry I l  16 
845/001 Hathaway .James C Refugee Rights Workshop 2 10 
867/001 Neis,Rachel Law&Identity:Jewish&Christian 3 5 
8691001 HirscheLA!ison E Law and the Elderly 12 13 
873/001 Novak.William J Legislation 1 3  
874/001 Radin.Margaret Jane Evol Contracts/Digital Era 10 
883/001 Payton,Sallyanne Legal Texts/Semantic Web 3 
886/00 1 Simma,Bruno Eckard Impact of Hum Rts on lnt Law ro 
887/00 1 Herzog,Donald Jay, Primus.Richard Coo Law Workshop 1 5  
891/001 Miro,JefTrey H The Board of Directors 12 
894/00 1 Regan,Donald H Good Life/Government 17 
896/00 1 Cassard.Richard E Real Estate Development 1 8  
899/00 1 Hershovitz,Scutt A National Security Law 14 
927/00 1 Newman. Valerie R. Van Hoek.Peter J Crim Appellate Practice 1 2  
928/001 Newman, Valerie R. Van Hoek,Peter J Criminal Appel Prnct Field 1 2  
930/001 Kagan.Neil S Environmental Law Clinic 9 
935/001 Brown,Lorray S C Children's Rights App Practice 6 
Totals 83 541 767 989 623 251 [ [ J  37 21 108 634 4 4282 
2/1Jnoo8 
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Grade Summary - Part 2 Fall 2007 
Course/ No. Mean Within Deviation from Grade Guidelines 
Section Professor Course Name Graded Grade Range? A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ c C-
5 1 0/00 I ,002 Cooper,Edward H Civil Procedure 96 3.21 
5 1 0/003 Pritchard,Adam C Civil Procedure 87 3.19 
520/001 White,James J Contracts 56 3.24 -3 
520/002 Pottow,Jolm A E Contracts 44 3.24 -I 
520/003,004 Soper,E Philip Contracts 88 3.23 
530/001 McCormack,Bridget M Criminal Law 88 3.25 
540/001 Halberstam,Daniel H Intra to Constitutional Law 95 3.25 -2 
540/002 Larsen,J oan L Intra to Constitutional Law 5 1  3.26 high -2 
540/003 Shapiro,Scott J Intra to Constitutional Law 42 3.20 -3 -2 
560/001 Kochen,Madeline Sara Property 94 3.27 high 
560/002 Krier,James E Property 89 3.25 
560/003 Miller, William I Property 88 3 . 1 8  
580/001 Whitman,Christina L B Torts 43 3.27 high 
580/002 Horwitz,Jill R Torts 44 3.25 -2 - I  
580/003 Clark,Sherman J Torts 88 3.27 high -I  
601/001 Mendelson,Nina A Administrative Law 61 3.24 -I -2 
604/001 Kauper,Thomas E Advanced Antitrust 5 3.74 high -I 
606/001 Reimann,Mathias W Transnational Law 87 3.30 high -7 -5 -2 
606/002 Halberstam,Daniel H Transnational Law 40 3.26 high -I -2 
607/001 Sankaran,Vivek S Children and the Law 37 3.49 high -4 -2 -2 
6121001 ,002 Kantor ,Allyn David Alt Dispute Resolution 45 3.36 high -2 
6231001 White) ames J Commercial Transactions 46 3.25 
625/001 Schneider.Carl E Law and Bioethics 14 3.57 high 3 I -1 -I  -I 
626/00 1 Bacik,Aimee Suzanne Researching Transnational Law 4 4.00 high 4 - I  - I  - I  
628/001 Vining,Joseph Animal Law Course 15 3.94 high -4 -3 -I -I 
629/001 Lutz,Karl E Law Firms and Legal Careers 61 3.20 
63 1/001 Regan,Donald H lntro Con Law & Am Legal Pro 35 3.57 high I -3 -3 -2 
632/001 Novak, William J U. S. Legal History 1 3  3.35 high 2 -I -I 
633/001 Litman,Jessica D Copyright 33 3.47 high -2 - I  -2 
64!/001 Brensike,Eve Lynn Crim Just: Invest& Police Prac 46 3.25 -I -2 -2 
644/001 Adams.J Phillip Intro to Inc Tax of Business 1 5  3.51 high - 1  -I  
648/001 Clarkson, Gavin Stuart Law and Mgmt ofiP Orgs 26 3.54 high -I -2 -I  
651/001 Ben-Shahar,Omri Economic Analysis of Law 33 3.23 -3 -2 
657/001 Khanna,Vi.kramaditya S Enterprise Organization 98 3.34 high -I -4 
657/002 Howson,Nicholas Calcina Enterprise Organization 75 3.22 
660/001 Scott,Rebecca J Boundr of Citzshp 16 3.44 high 4 -3 
662/001 Rosenbaum, Mark D Elements of Advocacy 10 3.70 high - I  -3 -2 - I  
667/001 Crawford,Susan P Cyberlaw 30 3.55 high 4 -3 -I -2 
668/001 Crawford,Susan P Communications Law 6 3.55 high -I  
669/001 Clark,Sherman J Evidence 64 3.27 high -2 
669/002 Niehoff, Leonard Marvin Evidence 58 3.26 high - I  
670/00 1 Spindelman.Marc S Sexuality Violence & the Law I I  3.31  high -3 I 
672/00 I ,002 Payton,Sallyanne Health Law: Regulation 8 3 . 1 3  -I  -2 -I  -I  
673/001 Spindelman,Marc S Family Law 23 3.33 high 2 -2 
675/001 Kauper. Thomas E Federal Antitrust 40 3.24 
677/001 Seinfeld,Gil Federal Courts 22 3.44 high I -4 -1  
679/00 I ,002 Uhlmann,David M Environmental Law and Policy 17 3.65 high -I  -2 -1  -I  
681/001 Herzog, Donald Jay First Amendment 63 3.29 high -6 -I 
686/00 I ,002 Clarkson,Gavin Stuart Federal Indian Law 3 1  3.91 high 1 3  -8 -7 -2 -2 
689/00! ,002 Simma,Bruno Eckard Leading Cases in lnt'l Law 7 3.39 high -I 
693/001 Seinfeld.Gil Jurisdiction and Cboice Of Law 88 3.30 high -2 -2 
694/001 Rolland,Sonia Elise International Litigation 6 3.55 high -1 
699/001 Winograd,Barry Labor Law 29 3.24 - I  
700/001 ,002 West,Mark D Japanese Law 28 3.56 high 6 3 -6 -2 -I 
702/001 Ben-Shahar,Omri, Logue,Kyle D Insurance Law 1 5  3.63 high 3 -1 -I - I  - I  
703/001 Katz,Ellen D Local Government Law 38 3.54 high 12 -5 -3 -2 
7 13/001 Buchsbaum,.Andrew P Fed Lit:Environment Case Study 28 3.45 high - I  -4 -2 -1 
721/001 Frier,Bruce W Persuasion and the Law 42 3.37 high -2 - 1  
723/00 1 Pritchard.Adam C The Public Corporation 27 3.20 
724/00 1 Hathaway .James C International Refugee Law 32 3.07 low -I  -1  
7311001 Niehoff, Leonard Marvin Legal Ethics & Prof Resp 63 3.20 
735/001 Cassard,Richard E Land Use Planning and Control 3 1  3.40 high 2 -6 
740/001 Schneider,Carl E The Art of the Brief 8 3.84 hi !!he 2 -I -2 -I 
743/001 Howson,Nicholas Calcina Securities Regulation 10 3.63 high 3 -I -I 
747/001 Kalm,Douglas A Taxation of Individual Income 45 3 . 1 3  2 -3 -2 -1 
747/002 Hasen, David Milton Taxation of Individual Income 14 3.43 high -I  3 -2 -I  
749/001 Kalm,Douglas A Corporate Taxation 2 1  3 . 1 4  -I -I  
750/00 I ,002 Bienenstock.Martin Jay Chapter 1 1  Reorganization 35 3.51  high -3 -3 -2 
751/001 Desimpelare,James Mark Accounting for Lawyers 65 3.31 high -I  
754/001 Lutz,Karl E Business Trans Practicum 1 23 3.67 high 1 2  -2 -5 -2 -I 
755/001 Waggoner,Lawrence W Trusts and Estates I 39 3.30 high -2 
756/001 McCrudden,John Christopher Comparative Hum Rgts Law 20 3.65 high 5 -4 -2 -I  
757/001 Waggoner, Lawrence W Trusts and Estates ll 14 3.61 high I 2 -2 -I -I  
759/001 Lutz,Karl E Business Trans Practicum II 21 3.74 high 6 6 -3 -3 -2 -1 
773/001 Winograd, Barry Labor & Employment Arbitration 18 3.72 high 3 3 -I -3 -I - I  
780/001 Ratner.Steven Richard Protect Hum Rgts in Int'l Law 19 3.33 high 2 I -I -I 
782/00!,002 Shapiro, Scott 1 Jurisprudence 24 3.43 high 4 -I -I  
788/001 Brensike,Eve Lynn Habeas Corpus 10 3.77 high I -2 -I - I  
794/001 Tonner,Grace C Senior Judge Seminar II 20 4.00 high 1 8  -3 -5 -4 -2 -I 
796/001 Parson,Edward A Thinking Analytically 19 3.51  high 3 3 -I -I -2 
Key: No. Graded - The number of students in the class receiving grades A+ through E 
Mean Grade - Based on the No. Graded (rather than the Class Size) 
Within range? - Based on the guidelines for Mean Grade: 3 . 1 3  minimum; 3 . 1 9  target; 3.25 
maximum 
Deviation from Grade Guidelines 2/13/2008 
<blank> : the number of students receiving that grade within the target range 
�Res Qf}cshtc • JlfehruarlJ 19, 2008 
PRS from Page 1 
submit their selection of "upper-class 
courses" that have more available seats 
and no Prof Pick designations. Students 
may also request "open" (not full) 
seminars and practice/simulation courses 
as they did in Round One, or add their 
name to the bottom of a waitlist in the 
event that the course is full. There are 
no waitlists for upper class courses and 
the size of each course is determined by 
the capacity of the classroom in which it 
will meet. 
Lastly, in Round Three, students use 
Wolverine Access to add or drop upper­
class courses from their schedule. At 
that point in the process, students can 
no longer enroll in an open seminar, 
practice/simulation course, or clinic, 
although they may still add their name 
to the bottom of a waitlist. 
We've come a long way, baby 
According to Curriculum Coordinator 
Amy B ishop, who administers the 
law school 's course scheduling 
and registration, the Priority Registration 
System ("PRS") was developed roughly 
ten years ago to replace a paper-based 
system that used to line the walls of 
Hutchins Hall for the entire registration 
period. Students had to look up course 
information on lists, fill out forms, and 
obtain sign-offs from various professors 
and administrators before the process 
was complete. An in-house programmer 
designed PRS to mimic the old system 
electronically and transfer students' 
course data easily into the University's 
Wolverine system for Round Three 
("Add/Drop") to take place. Despite the 
appearance of a completely automated 
system, each round of PRS can take a 
different amount of time to run and 
still requires a staff member to check or 
modify the course data before results 
can be released, usually about four days 
after the end of each round. This could 
explain the fluctuation in wait time for 
PRS results, which has been a source of 
confusion for some students in the past. 
According to Ms. Bishop, the most 
common mistake that she hears from 
students is that they forget to register 
during the PRS period and thus miss 
their shot at the lottery. Another common 
problem occurs when students do not 
successfully save changes after making 
a modification to their request. The 
PRS system automatically sends a 
confirmation email after recording any 
change, and Ms. Bishop urges students to 
check their inbox before assuming their 
request accurately reflects recent changes. 
Other students have voiced uncertainty 
about the actual layout of the PRS Round 
Two request page. (Note: your second 
choice should always be placed beneath 
your first choice; if you put it only to the 
right of the first choice, the system will 
give it to you only in the event that you do 
not get your first choice. Many students 
place their second choice both to the right 
of the first choice - first line, second spot 
- and under the first choice, in the first 
spot of the second line.) 
The process at other schools 
As complicated as our process may 
sound, PRS appears to offer some 
advantages over those used at our peer 
schools. At NYU, there are no waiting 
lists. Instead, the school relies on a system 
that at times resembles Ticketmaster the 
moment U2 concert tickets go on sale. 
If a student doesn't get into a requested 
course, the system will notify the student 
when extra spaces open up. It then 
assigns a specific time (e.g., Thursday at 
10 p.m. - no, really) at which the student 
will have the opportunity to go online 
and try his or her luck against any others 
hoping to get into the class. One has 
to wonder whether students schedule 
their bar nights around the registration 
calendar. 
Other schools also don't allow students 
the benefit of priorities. At Harvard, 
Georgetown, and Berkeley law schools, 
registration requests are strictly by 
seniority. For example, at Georgetown 
law 3Ls and LLMs register a couple 
of days before 2Ls ( 1L schedules are 
predetermined) .  Berkeley employs a 
hybrid version of our PRS system, where 
each student is assigned one 24-hour 
window during a week-long period 
when they may register for 12 of an 
average 14-15 credits total. 3Ls register 
II 
at the beginning of the week, then 2Ls, 
and so on. Once everyone has these 
courses set, the process to register for the 
remaining credits begins. 
Moving forward 
Our system is complicated partially 
because of the difficulty of accommodating 
the needs of more than 1,000 students 
and the desires of some professors to 
mold their course enrollment. Given 
these variables, it is understandable 
that students - especially 1Ls - find the 
process confusing. In the next issue, we 
will look at ways to make the system 
more user-friendly and effective. 
• 
SFF from Page 4 
Faculty-Student Wine and Cheese. The 
Live Auction begins at 7:00 in Hutchins 
room 1 00, during which time eight 
highly-qualified faculty auctioneers will 
entertain you and take your money. 
This year marks SFF's 30th Anniversary. 
Last year, SFF provided approximately 
$200,000 to Michigan students working 
in public interest jobs during the summer. 
The Auction contributes about a third of 
the available funding. 
In order to increase the number of 
grants available to Michigan students, and 
to ensure the continuing financial stability 
of the organization for years to come, SFF 
has begun the first-ever SFF Endowment. 
To help build this Endowment-and to 
raise additional funds for this year's class 
of grant recipients-SFF has developed 
new fundraising programs and improved 
those already existing. 
With the continued support of the 
Michigan community, SFF hopes to one 
day fund every Michigan law student 
working in the public interest. You can 
do your part: come drink, bid, and be a 
part of a great MLS tradition! 
Mitch Holzrichter and Carolyn Grunst are 
3Ls and members of the SFF Board. 
• 
ACROSS 
1 .  Great brilliance 
6. Ice or old follower 
9. TV's Batgirl 
14. Doggie 
15. Sheep talk 
16. In a slow tempo 
17. Gem State 
18. Vain person 
19. Vesuvius ad Etna's home 
20. Not a "model" quality 
22. "Parent Trap" actress 
23 . Thanksgiving dessert 
24. Russian ruler 
26. Pilgrims '  action at Plymouth 
3 0. Rough wave 
34. Fencing sword 
3 5. Scottish lord 
3 6. Kimono sash 
3 7. "You're so 
3 8. Containing urea 
3 9. Helicon 
40. Unit of work 
41. Milton's dismal, gloomy 
42. Cog 
43.  Celestial 
45. Jewish city section 
46. Court 
47. Born 
48. Tribunal 
5 1 .  Memory improvement system 
57. A stud 
58. P. Diddy diamonds 
59. Droid 
60. Carlo 
6 1 .  Boy 
62. Author Jong 
63. Danewort 
64. Non-professional 
65. Stoneworker 
1 .  Saga 
2. Finale 
3. Silt 
4. Pang 
5. Hamlets 
6. Shame 
7. Fear 
DOWN 
8. Seat for relaxing 
9. Mood 
10. Hit the sack 
I I .  Stage in between oral and phallic 
12. It will (Contraction) 
13. Non-Jews (slang) 
21. Help 
25. Adamine 
26. Formal reception 
27. Not together 
28. Whinny 
29. Mew 
3 0. Pustule 
3 1 .  Numerate 
3 2. Monastery head 
3 3 .  Grand or upright 
3 5. Gym device 
3 8. Carbamide 
3 9. Peg 
41. Percussionist 
42. Rule 
44. Liken 
45. Jewel 
47. Penniless 
48. Celebrity 
49. Weight of twelve grains 
50. Cleave 
52. College athletic org. 
53. Movie about James Joyce 
54. Storklike bird 
55. Chane! 
56. Eminem hit 
Answers may be found on page 16 
HEALTH CARE from Page 5 
generic drugs more cheaply than a 
smaller or non-corporate actor might be 
able to, and is thus able to sell them for 
four dollars only. 
Conceding that corporations still have 
far to go, Mr. Agwunobi nevertheless 
hopes for a future where corporations 
become local health care providers to 
the communities they serve. He believes 
changes in health care will happen only 
when individuals from every field become 
involved, bridging the gap between the 
government and the corporate world. 
• 
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Tuesday, February 19 
Soul Food Luncheon (BLSA) - Tired 
of going out in bad weather for lunch? 
Enjoy delicious soul food this Tuesday 
and Wednesday in front of Room 1 00. 
12:20 PM; 100 HH. 
Wednesday, February 20 
Sul livan & C romwell Job Panel 
(APALSA) - Come here jobs discussed 
by a panel of attorneys. 12:20 - 1 :20; 
150 HH. 
Soul Food Luncheon (BLSA) - Tired 
of going out in bad weather for lunch? 
Enjoy delicious soul food this Tuesday 
and Wednesday in front of Room 100. 
12:20; 100 HH. 
Wednesday, March 5 
Speaker  P a n e l  (AC L U )  - The  
Constitutionality o f  the Three-drug 
Cocktail: the Lethal Injection Debate. 
C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l  
Anesthesiologist Mark Heath and 
accomplished capital litigator George 
Kendall of Holland & Knight will discuss 
ongoing legal and ethical challenges to 
U.S. practice of capital punishment by 
lethal injection in light of the pending case 
before the Supreme Court Baze v. Rees. 
Lunch provided. 12:20 - 1:20; 150 HH. 
Friday, March 7 
Federalist Society National Student 
Symposium (Fed. Soc.) - A two day 
symposium exploring the relationship 
between society and the legal system, 
including questions about j udicia l  
accountability or  the role of  popular 
movements as responses to unpopular 
legal decisions. 2:00 - 9:00; the first two 
floors of Hutchins. 
Saturday, March 8 
Federalist Society National Student 
Symposium (Fed. Soc.) - A two day 
symposium exploring the relationship 
between society and the legal system, 
including questions about j udicial 
accountability or the role of popular 
movements as responses to unpopular 
legal decisions. 2:00 - 9:00; the first two 
floors of Hutchins. 
Monday, March 10 
Women's Week Kick Off Reception 
(WLSA) - Join WLSA in a week long 
celebration of women lawyers and 
their achievements, beginning with this 
reception! 3:30 - 06:30 PM; Lawyer's 
Club Lounge. 
Tuesday, March 11 
How to Succeed in your Summer Job 
(OCS) - Frank Kimball '79, a legal search 
consultant in Chicago and former hiring 
partner of an Am Law 100 firm, will 
discuss how to navigate successfully 
through your summer job in order to 
optimize your chances of receiving an 
offer, in particular for those working at a 
law firm. The talk includes Mr. Kimball 
II 
addressing how to manage your time, 
how to handle criticisms or negative 
evaluations, and how to avoid mistakes 
that students have made in the past. 12:20 
- 1:20; 218 HH. 
Wednesday, March 12 
Movie Night (WLSA) - Showing 
of "Adam's Rib" DVD followed by a 
discussion. 7:00 - 9:00 PM; 138 HH. 
Thursday, March 13 
Child Prostitution in SE Asia (MILLA, 
SNARL) - Sompop Jantraka, this year's 
Wallenberg Award Winner, will speak 
about "Child Prostitution in SE Asia: 
Preventing Exploitation When Local 
Law Fails to Do So," his work saving 
young women sold into prostitution by 
their families in Northern Thailand on 
the border with Myanmar. 12:20 - 1 :20 
PM; 150 HH. 
SFF Auction (SFF) - The Student 
Funded Fellowships auction raises 
money to provide grants to law students 
working in field of public interest during 
the summer. 100 HH. 
• 
